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Presents a new chamber production of music
and dance in collaboration with critically acclaimed
dancer and chorographer Thiago Bordin
3 dancers | violin | piano

Little Summer
Music Pēteris Vasks

New Production of Dance and Music

“Most people today no longer possess beliefs, love, and ideals.
The spiritual dimension has been lost. My intention is to provide
food for the soul, and this is what I preach in my works.”
– Pēteris Vasks

Overview
This collaborative chamber production for five performers features a work
by Pēteris Vasks, who grew up in post-war Soviet Latvia and became an
important creative voice of his generation, deeply influenced by the rich
folk traditions of Eastern Europe and the all too real perils of our times.
Througout his musical ouevre, Vasks has voiced his views and concerns
about the complex interaction between man and nature, the beauty of life,
and the imminent ecological and moral destruction of the world.
Little Summer Music is originally a suite scored for violin and piano.
Our production adds choreography for three dancers by award-winning
choreographer Thiago Bordin. The production draws from a Music Makers
collaborative of internationally renowned artists: dancers Silvia Azzoni,
Alexandre Riabko, and Marijn Rademaker; violinists Vadim Gluzman,
Marc Bouchkov and Liza Ferschtman; and pianist Angela Yoffe.
THE MUSIC MAKERS

nstage/offstage forum allows for a
The Music Maker’s signature
dynamic and candid dialogue between these artists and your audience.

The performance is paired with The Workshop, a unique model of
educational outreach that simultaneously embraces the arts of music and
dance, where students have the opportunity to collaborate together with
celebrated performers and each other.

Marijn Rademaker with students

“Passing along love, integrity and joy of my profession to a
younger generation is one of the most important things one can
do as an artist” – Marijn Rademaker

Collaboration between Generations: The Workshop
As a companion to our performance of Pēteris Vasks’ Little Summer
Music is The Music Makers unique educational outreach component.

Vadim Gluzman with students

The Workshop simultaneously embraces the arts of music and dance.
It is designed as a creative forum where talented students in both of these
disciplines have the opportunity to work closely with internationally
acclaimed artists who are eager to share their expertise and experience
with the next generation, empowering them to think creatively and
collaboratively as young artists. The art of collaboration is truly the
driving force of this workshop, as it strives to provide a fertile foundation
for new ideas and discovering new ways to express great works of art,
both unfamiliar and beloved.

Silvia Azzoni with students

“Teaching ballett is not only passing on the knowledge of ballett
technique but transmitting your passion towards the art and
hopefully the little seed that you plant in a young mind will grow
into a beautiful tree. ” – Silvia Azzoni

About Us
The Music Makers is the international parent organization behind
the annual North Shore Chamber Music Festival in Chicago, Illinois,
the Arkady Fomin Scholarship Fund, and Music Makers International.
The organization invests in the cultural life of places around the world
that it loves though life-affirming performances, inspiring musical
exploration talks, and annual pre-professional career development
scholarships for students.
The Music Makers’ purpose is to assist in the artistic development of
our next generation of artists, supporting them in the most formative
years of their lives with important guidance and career connections. At
the same time, it strives to provide a high quality and meaningful arts
experience to the general public that is welcoming to concert goers who
are new to classical music. www.musicmakers.org

Composer
Pēteris Vasks
The music of Latvian composer Pēteris Vasks (b.1946) is often associated
with his country’s struggle for independence. Deeply rooted in the rich
folk traditions of Latvia and inspired by the timeless beauty of nature,
Vasks entire oeuvre is informed by the tragic dichotomy between
humanistic ideals and the historical realities of violence and despair. The
threat of ecological and moral destruction are key themes of his work.
Vasks was born on 16 April 1946 in Aizpute, Latvia, as the son of a wellknown Baptist pastor. He began his musical education at the local music
school in Aizpute. He subsequently produced his first compositions
and studied the double bass at the Emīls Dārziņš Music School in Riga
(1959-64) and then with Vytautas Sereika at the Lithuanian Conservatory
in Vilnius until 1970. From 1973 to 1978 he studied composition with
Valentin Utkin at the Latvian Music Academy in Riga and worked as an
orchestral musician during the 1960s and 1970s.
During the Soviet period, Vasks suffered under the repressions of Russian
cultural doctrine due to his beliefs and artistic convictions but his works
have since achieved widespread recognition. Vasks is now one of the
most influential and praised of contemporary composers in Europe and
his instrumental works are performed around the world by renowned
musicians and frequently used by choreographers.
Vasks’s compositions incorporate archaic, folklore elements from Latvian
music and place them within a dynamic and challenging relationship with
the language of contemporary music. However, his intentions are not so
much a purely poetic praise of nature, or showy tone painting, but rather
the pursuit of poignant themes such as the complex interaction between
man and nature, the beauty of life versus the imminent ecological and
moral destruction of the world, and resistance against inhuman acts in the
world, which he expresses in musical language.

Composition
Little Summer Music
Composed by Pēteris Vasks in 1985, this six-movement suite tells the
sorrowful history of the Latvian people whose soul and love of nature are
captured by the melancholy and folk-like character of the music.
The original suite was scored for violin and piano, to which this Music
Makers production adds dance created by award-winning choreographer
Thiago Bordin.
The work is particularly suitable as a listener’s first introduction to
contemporary music. Its movements alternate in moods between
contemplative and joyful, making it also an ideal work to incorprate
the expressive and responsive movement of dance:
Broad, resonant (Plaši, skanīgi)
Unhurried (Nesteidzot)
Energetic (Enerğiski)
Sad (Skumji)
Joyful (Līksmi)
Broad, resonant (Plaši, skanīgi)

Angela Yoffe and Vadim Gluzman

This production is scored for the following ensemble:
3 dancers | violin | piano

Collaborators
Thiago Bordin, choreographer
Brazilian-German dancer and choreographer began his professional
dance career in 2001 at the Hamburg Ballet, becoming a Principal
Dancer in 2006, and dancing the lead roles in many of John Neumeier´s
ballets, many of which were created just for him. From 2014 to 2017
he was a member of critically acclaimed Nederlands Dans Theater and
now makes guest appearances with dance companies around the world.
Winner of numerous awards, Bordin has choreographed since 2001,
creating works for the Bundesjugendballett and Hamburg Ballet dancers,
the Akademie des Tanzes in Mannheim, the Badisches Staatstheater
Karlsruhe in Germany), and São Paulo Companhia de Danca in Brazil.

Vadim Gluzman, violin
Vadim Gluzman’s extraordinary artistry brings to life the glorious
violinistic tradition of the 19th and 20th centuries. Gluzman appears with
major orchestras around the world such as the as the Berlin Philharmonic,
Boston Symphony, Chicago Symphony, Cleveland Orchestra, Israel
Philharmonic, Leipzig Gewandhaus, London Symphony, Orchestre de
Paris, Philadelphia Orchestra, and the Royal Concertgebouw alongside
today’s leading conductors, Christoph von Dohnanáyi, Riccardo Chailly,
Tugan Sokhiev, Michael Tilson Thomas, Sir Andrew Davis and Neeme
Järvi, Osmo Vänskä and Michail Jurowski.
www.vadimgluzman.com

Liza Ferschtman, violin
Dutch violinist Liza Ferschtman is known for her strong stage presence,
imaginative programming and communicative qualities. Equally at home
as a soloist with orchestra’s like the Budapest Festival Orchestra, the BBC
Philharmonic, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony
as in the worlds most prestigious chamber music venues. Her discography
spans works from four centuries and has been received with great critical
acclaim. As artistic director of the Delft Chamber Music Festival Liza has
brought many art forms together to create multi disciplinary projects and
has a keen love for the collaboration with dancers and choreographers.
www.lizaferschtman.com

Collaborators
Marc Bouchkov, violin
Marc Bouchkov was born in France to a family of violinists. He is prize
winner of the Queen Elizabeth Competition, the Montreal International
Musical Competition, and most recently was awarded the second prize
at the International Tchaikovsky Competition and honored with the
music prize of the Kulturstiftung Dortmund. Bouchkov has enjoyed a
rapidly growing and widely acclaimed career as a concert artist. He is a
frequent guest at international music festivals and with Europe’s leading
orchestras, enjoying special collaborations with Mariinsky Theatre and
Valery Gergiev and with the Hamburg Ballet and John Neumeier.
www.bouchkov.com

Angela Yoffe, piano
Pianist, producer, and educator, Angela Yoffe, is widely admired for
her dazzling musicianship and passion for music education. Born in
Riga, Yoffe is founder and executive director of The Music Makers,
an organization that produces Chicago’s annual North Shore Chamber
Music Festival, the Music Makers International, and the Arkady Fomin
Scholarship Fund. Ms. Yoffe performs as a chamber musician and
recitalist around the world and records exclusively for BIS Records.
https://nscmf.org/artists/angela-yoffe-2/

Marijn Rademaker, dancer
Marijn Rademaker was born in the Netherlands and joined the Stuttgart
Ballett in 2000 where he was promoted to principal dancer soon after.
In 2015, he joined the Dutch National Ballett and since 2019 freelances
around the world. He has danced the main roles in nearly all classical balletts,
and also works by John Cranko, Jerome Robbins, Kenneth McMillan,
Jiri Kylian, Maurice Bejart, John Neumeier, Hans van Manen, William
Forsythe, George Balanchine, Glen Tetley, Marco Goecke, Wayne McGregor,
Christian Spuck, and Mauro Bigonzetti. Awards include the ‘Grand Prix’
at the Dance Open Festival in St. Petersburg; the “Der Faust” German
theatre prize; the ‘Future’ dance award, Germany; the international
‘Premio Apuliarte’ prize; and a prestigious ‘Prix de Benoit’ nomination.
www.marijnrademaker.com

The Music Makers unique
production of Pēteris Vasks’
suite Little Summer Music
features dance by critically
acclaimed choreographer
and dancer Thiago Bordin.

choreographer Thiago Bordin

Collaborators
Silvia Azzoni, dancer
Silvia Azzoni joined the Hamburg Ballett in 1993. In 1996 she became
a soloist with the company and in 2001 was promoted to a principal
dancer. Her repertoire includes the leading rôles in more than 20 balletts
created by legendary choreographer John Neumeier. Her repertoire
also includes leading rôles in the balletts by Frederick Ashton, George
Balanchine, Mats Ek, Christopher Wheeldon and Jiří Bubeníček. As a
guest ballerina she performs in Munich, Moscow, Milan, Tokyo, Warsaw,
Vienna, Cremona, Verona, Macerata, Taormina, New York and Australia.
www.hamburgballett.de

Marc Bouchkov

Alexandre Riabko, dancer
Alexandre Riabko is a Ukrainian ballett dancer, and a principal dancer
of the Hamburg Ballet. Riabko was born in Kiev, and trained at the
Kiev Ballett School under Vladimir Denisenko. After reaching the finals
of the Prix de Lausanne, he continued his studies at the School of the
Hamburg Ballett with Anatoli Nisnevich and Kevin Haigen. He joined
the Hamburg Ballett in 1996 and was promoted to soloist in 1999 and
principal dancer in 2001. In 2016 he was awarded a special Prix Benois
de la Danse for excellence in partnering.
www.hamburgballett.de

Clockwise: Marijn Rademaker; Silvia Azzoni
and Alexandre Riabko; Liza Ferschtman
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Angela Yoffe, Executive Director
Vadim Gluzman, Artistic Director
office@musicmakers.org
+ 1 (847) 370-3984
P.O. Box 85 Northbrook, IL 60065, USA

www.musicmakers.org

Anastasia Sinayskaya, European representation

